
DonorPerfect Presents Hot Topics:
Don’t Leave Money on the Table.

Maximize Donations with
Employee Matching Gifts

This webcast is being recorded and will be available in our Nonprofit Newsroom.



Meet Your Speakers

Arlene Berkowitz

DonorPerfect

Training Specialist

aberkowitz@donorperfect.com

http://www.donorperfect.com/

Adam Weinger

Double the Donation

President

Adam@doublethedonation.com

https://doublethedonation.com



65% of Fortune 500 companies and many other smaller companies 

match employee donations to a wide range of nonprofits.
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During today’s webinar we’ll dive into five topics:



What Are 

Matching Gift 

Programs?



Which Company Created 

The World’s First 

Matching Gift Program?

?



General Electric



Guidelines General Corporate Standard

Employee Eligibility • Full-time – Almost always eligible

• Part-time – Sometimes eligible 

• Retirees – Sometimes eligible

Typical Ratio 1:1 but sometimes .5:1, 2:1, or 3:1

Typical Minimum $25 - $100

Typical Maximum $1,000 - $20,000

Nonprofit Eligibility Either most 501(c)(3) organizations or restricted to certain 

categories of nonprofits such as:

• Education

• Arts & cultural

• Environmental

• Health and human services

• Civic and community based

Submission Deadline 6-12 months or Feb. / Mar. of the following year

Submission Process Increasingly electronic

General Guidelines



There are two methods in which donors can submit 

matching gift requests

Paper Forms Electronic Forms



Sample Electronic Matching 

Submission Process



Step #1 – Employee navigates to the company’s corporate 

giving portal and selects “Request Match”



Step #2 – Donor searches for your nonprofit



Step #3 – Donor selects your nonprofit



Step #4 – Donor selects the payment method or indicates if 

he or she already donated



Step #5 – Donor enters his or her personal information



Step #6 – Donor submits his or her match request



Employee matching gift programs are offered by a wide 

range of companies



General Electric

Employee Eligibility: Employees, retirees, and surviving 
spouses

Ratio: 1:1

Match Amounts: $25 - $50,000 annually

Eligible Organizations: Nearly all US 501(c)(3) 
organizations or educational institutions and UK based 
nonprofits

Submission Deadline: Registered by the donor by April 15th of 
the following year

Submission Process: Electronic



Soros Fund Management

Ratio: 3:1 for employees, 2:1 for partners

Match Amounts: Up to $300,000 annually

Eligible Organizations: Nearly all US 501(c)(3) 

organizations or educational institutions



State Street Capital

Employee Eligibility: Recently expanded to global employees

Ratio: 1:1

Match Amounts: Up to $35,000 depending upon role

Unique element: Fundraising match up to $5,000 per employee



British Petroleum

Match Amount: Up to $5,000 per year

Unique element: Matches employee 

fundraising and each employee can allocate a 

$300 grant to a nonprofit each year



5 YEARS = 



Friend
Friend

Friend

Employee

Fundraising

Matches



Friend
Friend

Friend

Employee

Fundraising

Matches



Microsoft

Employee Eligibility: Full-time and part-time employees

Ratio: 1:1

Match Amounts: $25 - $15,000 annually

Eligible Organizations: Nearly all US 501(c)(3) 
organizations or educational institutions

Submission Deadline: Within 12 months of the donation date

Submission Process: Electronic
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$3-10 billion in matching gift funds are left on the table each year$3-10 billion in matching gift funds are left on the table each year

DID YOU
KNOW ?



Can you guess why?



Employee participation rates vary widely across industries 

and companies



Let’s dive into one of the best run matching gift programs



Microsoft hangs simple and intriguing posters throughout 

the office



Microsoft shares matching gift information with local 

nonprofits and employees (One-pager example)



=







But what about at all the other companies?
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Method Suggested Location

Online Methods

Website navigation

Ways to give page

Dedicated match page

Donation screen

Confirmation screen

Acknowledgements

Social Media

Emails

Offline Methods

Newsletters

Acknowledgement letters

Donation forms

It’s important to raise awareness and make it easy for your 

donors to submit matching gifts



Feature matching gifts on a dedicated matching gift page



Feature matching gifts on a dedicated matching gift page 

(example #2)



Feature matching gifts in your website’s navigation bar



Feature matching gifts on your ways to give page



Feature matching gifts on the donation page



Feature matching gifts in emails



Feature matching gifts on social media

Sample Twitter PostsSample Facebook Post
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http://connect.donorperfect.com/











How Double the Donation’s tool works: Donors search for 

their company



How Double the Donation’s tool works: Donors access forms, 

guidelines, and instructions



Donors are able to submit their matching gift requests
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#1 – Identify your organization’s matching gift champion

?

Annual Giving

Corporate Giving

Membership

Major Gifts

Marketing

Capital 
Campaigns



#2 – Determine how much you raise from matching gifts



#3 – Determine your organization’s matching gift maturity

Stage 4: We provide donors with matching 
gift forms, guidelines, and instructions 

across our fundraising efforts

Stage 3: We list out a few matching gift 
companies

Stage 2: We encourage donors to ask their 
HR departments for matching gift 

information

Stage 1: We don’t mention matching gifts

G
O

A
L

Desired

Current



Last Year This Year (Goal)

Number 

of 

Matches 

Received

Method Suggested Location Currently Target

Online 

Methods

Website navigation (Yes / No) Yes

Ways to give page (Yes / No) Yes

Dedicated match page (Yes / No) Yes

Donation screen (Yes / No) Yes

Confirmation screen (Yes / No) Yes

Acknowledgements (Yes / No) Yes

Social Media (Yes / No) Yes

Emails (Yes / No) Yes

Offline 

Methods

Newsletters (Yes / No) Yes

Acknowledgement letters (Yes / No) Yes

Donation forms (Yes / No) Yes

#4 – Review and modify your matching gift 

communications



#5 – Connect with your matching gift colleagues on our 

LinkedIn Matching Gift Group 

Search LinkedIn for “Matching Gifts for Nonprofit Development”



Ask Me A Question!

Submit a question to the LinkedIn Matching Gift
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Matching-Gifts-Nonprofit-Development-Matching-

4863004/about

Connect with me (Adam Weinger) on LinkedIn
(http://www.linkedin.com/in/adamjweinger/)

Email me at Adam@doublethedonation.com

??


